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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to the Application filed on 24 January 2008 in which claims 1, 
3-29 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the in\ unlit hi was patented or described in a primed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-5, 20, 24, and 26-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Shibazaki (Patent No. JP 8-1541 19). 

Regarding claims 1 and 28, Shibazaki teaches a phone case for a phone body (1) having 
when in use a face with a microphone near one end of the phone body and a speaker near another 
end of the phone body, said case comprising a pocket (2-6) having a bottom wall (4), opposing 
side walls (at 5-6), and a mouth end wall (4) connected to said bottom and side walls beyond the 
microphone end of the phone body when nested in said pocket; wherein said sidewalls (at 5-6) 
extend along corresponding sides of the phone body from beyond the microphone end thereof to 
beyond the speaker end thereof; and wherein said side and end walls extend away from said 
bottom wall to form a pocket opening with a rim (figs. 1-3) extending around the mouth such 
that the mouth is hidden from view and words spoken in a normal voice by a user of the phone 
body are received by the microphone while being muffled and blocked beyond the case 
sufficiently to be substantially unintelligible to persons in the vicinity of the user. 
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Regarding claim 2, Shibazaki teaches a phone case according to claim 1, wherein 
portions of said rim (figs. 2-3) on opposite sides of said pocket opening have a curved shape 
conforming generally to the contour of a human face from an ear to a mouth. 

Regarding claim 3, Shibazaki teaches a phone case according to claim 1, wherein said 
side and end walls are made of a flexible (paragraph 0009), sound absorbing material (paragraph 
0009), and said rim is sufficiently deformable to conform (figs. 2-3) substantially to said face 
contour and form a substantial sound seal when pressed against a human face. 

Regarding claim 4, Shibazaki teaches a phone case according to claim 1 further 
comprising an ear end wall (3) connected to said bottom and side walls beyond the speaker end 
of the phone body when nested in said pocket, said ear end wall extending from said bottom wall 
to beyond the phone face to form an ear portion of said rim (abstract; paragraphs 0006-0007) that 
is adapted to be placed behind an ear lobe to reduce external noise that would otherwise interfere 
with the phone user's hearing of words emitted by the phone's speaker, and wherein said rim (fig. 
1) extends substantially continuously around the perimeter of said pocket opening. 

Regarding claim 5, Shibazaki teaches a phone case according to claim 1 further 
comprising means (2) for retaining the phone body in said pocket with its microphone end 
adjacent said mouth end wall; 
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Regarding claim 20, Shibazaki teaches a phone case according to claim 1, wherein said 
side and end walls are made of a sound absorbing material to facilitate the muffling and blocking 
of the user's words beyond the case (paragraph 0009). 

Regarding claim 24, Shibazaki teaches a phone case for a phone body (1) having when 
in use a face with a microphone near one end of the phone body and a speaker near another end 
of the phone body, said case comprising a pocket (2-6) having a bottom wall (4), opposing 
sidewalls (at 5-6), a mouth end portion (4) connected to said bottom and side walls beyond the 
microphone end of the phone body when nested in said pocket, and an ear end portion (3) 
connected to said bottom and side walls beyond the speaker end of the phone body when nested 
in said pocket; wherein said sidewalls extend along corresponding sides of the phone body from 
beyond the microphone end thereof to beyond the speaker end thereof; wherein said sidewalls (at 
5-6) and said mouth end portion (4) extend away from said bottom wall to form a pocket (5-6) 
opening with a rim extending around the mouth such that the mouth is hidden from view and 
words spoken in a normal voice by a user of the phone body are received by the microphone 
while being muffled and blocked beyond the case sufficiently to be substantially unintelligible to 
persons in the vicinity of the user; wherein said case is made of a flexible material (paragraph 
0009), and said mouth end portion and said ear end portion each comprise a fold line (fig. 1); and 
wherein the bottom wall comprises at least one fold line (fig. 1) such that the case is collapsible 
along said fold lines from an open condition for receiving the phone body to a collapsed 
condition in which said opposing sidewalls may be brought into abutment upon removal of the 
phone body (abstract; paragraphs 0006-0007). 
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Regarding claim 26, Shibazaki teaches a phone case according to claim 24, wherein said 
ear end portion (4) extends from said bottom wall to beyond the phone face to form an ear 
portion of said rim (fig. 1) that is adapted to be placed behind an ear lobe to reduce external noise 
that would otherwise interfere with the phone user's hearing of words emitted by the phone's 
speaker (abstract; paragraphs 0006-0007). 

Regarding claim 27, Shibazaki teaches a phone case according to claim 24, wherein a 
portion of said rim (figs. 1-3) along each of said sidewalls comprises an inwardly projecting lip 
of flexible material that provides a smooth surface for comfortably contacting the user's face and 
a substantial sound seal with the user's face (abstract; paragraphs 0006-0007). 

Regarding claim 29, see the rejection of claims 1 and 4 above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shibazaki in view 
of Domotor (U.S. Patent No. 6,772,879). 

Regarding claim 8, Shibazaki teaches a phone case according to claim 1 for carrying a 
cellular phone body having the pocket opening (2-6). Shibazaki fails to teach a phone case 
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according to claim 1 for carrying a cellular phone body, wherein an upper portion of the phone 
case is adapted to be folded over a lower portion thereof to close the pocket opening, and 
wherein the case further comprises connecting means for detachably connecting said upper 
portion to said lower portion to keep said pocket closed. More specifically, Shibazaki fails to 
teach any details regarding how the pocket opening is closed. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Domotor teaches an upper portion (102) of the phone case 
is adapted to be folded over a lower portion (104) thereof to close the pocket opening, and 
wherein the case further comprises connecting means (120, 124, 130) for detachably connecting 
said upper portion to said lower portion to keep said pocket closed for securing and providing 
protection to the cellular phone body. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to close the pocket opening of Shibazaki using 
connecting means as taught by Domotor for the reasons stated. 

Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shibazaki. 

Regarding claim 21, Shibazaki fails to teach a phone case according to claim 1 for a 
receiver phone body of a corded phone, wherein the case further comprises an aperture in a wall 
of the case through which a cord may pass to connect the receiver body to a base of the corded 
phone. 

However, the Examiner takes official notice that it is extremely well known in the art to 
incorporate an aperture in a wall of the case through which a cord may pass to connect the 
receiver body to a base of the corded phone for providing power, programming, or battery 
charging. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
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invention was made to include an aperture in the wall of the invention of Shibazaki for he 
reasons stated. 

Claim 25 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shibazaki in view 
of Vanmoor (U.S. Patent No. 5,778,062). 

Regarding claim 25, Shibazaki fails to teach a phone case according to claim 24, wherein 
said bottom wall comprises at least three fold lines for forming at least one pleat when said case 
is in its collapsed condition. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Vanmoor teaches incorporating at least three fold lines in 
the bottom wall (Vanmoor, 1) for forming at least one pleat when said case is in its collapsed. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
substitute the known pleated bottom wall of Vanmoor in the invention of Shibazaki to 
beneficially yield an accordion type end portion, thus a more compact/comforming case. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 6-7, 9-19, and 22-23 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 



Application/Control Number: 10/767,643 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2614 

Wu (U.S. Patent No. 2002/0175099), Racca (U.S. Patent No. 6182878), and Yu (U.S. 
Patent No. 5,610,979) teaches incorporating an aperture as pertaining to claim 21 above. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to PHYLESHA L. DABNEY whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7494. The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays 8:30-4 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curtis Kuntz can be reached on 571-272-7499. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner ol Palenls and Trademarks 
POBox 1450 

Alexandria, VA 223 1 3- 1 450 
Or faxed to: 

(703) 273-8300, for formal communications intended for entry and for informal or draft communications, 
please label "Proposed" or "I )ral'l" when siibmiuing an informal amendment. 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to: 

Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
April 1,2008 
PLD 

//Curtis Kuntz// 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2614 



Application/Control Number: 10/767,643 
Art Unit: 2614 



